HOW SHOULD MBTA COMMUNITIES ZONING RELATE 
TO OUR COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS? 


Changing our zoning to comply with the MBTA Communities law has the potential to result in 
additional housing in Arlington. More housing means more new residents to patronize local 
stores and restaurants, to join Arlington’s workforce, and even to start new businesses. 


Arlington has existing Commercial and Industrial districts. These generally follow the Mass Ave 
and Broadway corridors and, on average, have larger parcels than the residential 
neighborhoods. 


How should MBTA Communities zoning relate to our Commercial and Industrial districts? 
Some information to consider: 


e The results from the initial MBTA Communities survey indicated significant support for 
locating multi-family housing within walking distance of commercial areas. This would 
allow people to patronize local businesses without necessarily needing to drive to 
every destination. 


e Allowing development of multi-family housing in certain parcels currently zoned 
Commercial or Industrial could allow for larger multi-family developments close to 
services, amenities, and transit. What are your thoughts about this? Are there specific 
areas / locations where this might be desirable? 


e lf we want to avoid housing development in Commercial and Industrial districts, 
multi-family housing could be located on side streets. Consider opportunities for 
multi-family housing of various sizes and heights on side streets in the neighborhoods 
abutting the Mass Ave and Broadway corridors. What are your thoughts about this? Are 
there specific locations where this type of development would be desirable / feasible? 
Do you have recommendations about the size and scale of such multi-family housing? 


e tis possible to incentivize development that has commercial usage on the ground floor 
and residential usage on the floors above. An example incentive would be to allow a 
height bonus allowing a developer to build one or two additional stories. Are there 
specific areas on the map where this strategy of mixed-use development would be 
desirable? 


With your tablemates, discuss your thoughts. We encourage you to make notes on the large- 
format map, which will be collected at the end of the activity. Your table facilitator / scribe will 
help to record your ideas to share back to the MBTA Communities Working Group. 


